EDITORIAL 


Life  of  a  Community  Newspaper: 
What  it  Takes  to  Survive 


5  years  ago  a  handful  of  people 
gave  birth  to  this  newspaper,  THE 
POTRERO  VIEW.    Most  of  the 
current  staff  has  never  crossed 
paths  with  the  original  staff,  but 
they  carry  on  the  heritage  left  by 
the  founders:  Meeting  the  special 
needs  of  the  10,  000  Potrero  Hill 
residents  by  keeping  them  inform- 
ed of  their  own  local  news,  and 
helping  to  develop  a  sense  of 
'  community.  , 
Each  month  4,  000  to  5,  000 
copies  of  the  VIEW  have  been 
distributed  to  small  shops,  the 
library,  community  centers,  the 
schools,  churches,  restaurants, 
bars  and  other  gathering  places 
on  the  Hill,  offering  articles  pub- 
licizing the  need  for  STOP  signs 
and  clinics:  listing  directories  of 
vital  public  services;  to  features 
about  the  neighborhood's  ethnic 
groups  and  problems.    VIEW  art- 
icles have  even  penetrated  City 
Hall,  bringing  swift  action  from 
some  Supervisors. 

Often,  the  VIEW  is  the  only 
Ttie^ne  of  communication  for  many 
Hill  residents.    The  value  of  our 
newspaper  is  its  availability  in  a 
community  where  40%  of  the  re- 
sidents receive  some  type  of  pub- 
lic assistance,  and  therefore  seek 
free  services  anywhere,  and  some 
entertainment  locally.    The  VIEW 
has  been  able  to  relate  to  the 
neighborhood  in  a  way  that  the 
city's  mass  media  cannot. 

Over  a  period  of  five  years  a 
lot  of  history  has  amassed  within 
a  community.    The  VIEW  has 
accumulated  an  amazing  pictorial 
and  written  documentation  of  the 
years  1970-1975  and  has  played 
host  to  many  people  seeking  re- 
source and  research  material. 
The  Special  Collections  Depart- 
ment of  the  Main  Public  Library 
retains  a  complete  collection  of 
this  paper. 

BICENTENNIAL 

For  the  celebration  of  our 
nation's  bicentennial  we  are  pub- 
lishing pictures  from  the  past  in 
a  section  entitled  "Yesterday  on 
Potrero  Hill,"   Working  closely 
with  many  artists  in  the  commun- 
ity, we  have  been  building  a  file 
of  pictures  for  the  exhibit  that 
will  be  featured  in  our  library 
during  September,  1976. 

Because  of  the  unusually  high 
number  of  artists  residing  on  the 
Hill,  the  paper  long  ago  establish- 
ed a  culture  page  devoted  to  the 
arts  and  artists  of  the  community. 
Reviews  of  plays  produced  in  the 
neighborhood,  art  exhibits  at  the 
library,  and  books  written  by 
local  authors,  are  regular  fea- 
tures.   Local  photographers  and 
poets  are  encouraged  to  submit 
their  work  for  publication  in  our 
paper,  a  fact  noted  by  the  San 
Francisco  Art  Commission  in  its 
report  on  neighborhood  cultural 
centers  October,  1973. 

HISTORY 

This  newspaper  was  put  to- 
gether by:   A  couple  who  had  been 


mimeographing  a  community 
newsletter;  money  donated  by  a 
priest  at  St.  Teresa's;  the  then 
Neighborhood  House  director  don- 
ated a  typewriter;  and  three  re- 
sidents became  editor,  reporter 
and  production  staff,  working  on 
layout,  editing,  stories  and  dis - 
tribution. 

A  total  of  110  Potrero  Hill  resi- 
dents have  worked  on  the  VIEW 
throughout  these  few  years.  Many 
people  have  merely  contributed 
their  energies  to  one  or  two  iss- 
ues, but  most  stay  on  for  at  least 
six  months  to  a  year. 

Most  volunteers  have  asked  to 
work  on  the  paper  as  a  means  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  the 
neighborhood  in  which  they  live. 
Sometimes  they  have  learned 
more  than  they  bargained  for, 
which  led  them  into  ambitions  to 
write  m^Ljor  in-depth  stories. 

RECOGNITION 

The  professor  of  journalism  at 
-S,F.  State  University  has  assign- 
ed students  to  work  with  the 
VIEW  as  part  of  a  regular  course 
in  community  newspapers. 
These  students  have  benifiteed 
from  working  with  us  in  a  way 
that  could  not  have  been  achieved 
in  a  metropolitan  paper. 


"My  students  have  analyzed 
similar  community  newspapers 
in  San  Francisco  and  none  com- 
pare to  the  VIEW  in  editorial 
excellence  nor  community  im- 
pact, "  stated  Prof.  Wertheimer 
in  a  letter  of  support  to  the  VIEW 
January,  1974, 

Other  communities  in  the  city 
have  seen  the  beginnings  of 
neighborhood  newspapers.  We 
are  in  touch  with  them  and  ex- 
change experiences  and  exper- 
tise.   THE  CLEMENT  TIMES 
has  published  three  issues, 
have  an  entirely  different  paper 
than  ours,  (without  photographs), 
and  were  on  the  verge  of  folding. 
When  they  visited  the  VIEW's 
editorial  offices  and  saw  that  we 
survived  through  five  years  they 
took  heart  and  are  re -thinking 
and  examining  their  circum- 
stances in  an  effort  to  stay  alive. 

PAPER'S  POLICY 

The  policy  of  this  newspaper  has 
always  been  that  it  would  remair 
free  to  its  readers.    A  problem, 
every  few  months  however,  be- 
comes that  of  delivery.    If  we 
can't  get  the  paper  delivered  to 
where  you,  the  reader,   can  pick 
it  up,  how  will  you  know  what  is 
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Enola  D,  Maxwell 


White  Collar,  Novel  in  Linocuts 

by  Eve  Milton 


Svpervi$or  Race 

Candidate 
Enola  Maxwell 


Enola  D.  Maxwell,  Director 
of  the  Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood 
House,  has  filed  her  candidacy 
for  a  seat  on  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors. 

Ms,  Maxwell,  a  well  known 
figure  in  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment, has  also  been  actively  in- 
volved in  Education,  the  Mayor's 
Commission  on  Criminal  Justice, 
Black  Women's  groups  and  the 
peace  movement. 

The  candidate  feels  that  it  is 
especially  important  to  win  a 
supervisorial  seat  now  because, 
"if  one  segment  of  the  city 
doesn't  survive,  the  other  seg- 
ments won't  survive.  People 
Jaght  to  know  that  they  are  the 
government.  " 

Ms.  Maxwell  continued,  "Some 
members  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors were  against  district 
flections  and  yet  they  vote  and 
}i»ake  decisions  as  if  they  were 
elected  by  districts  -  that  ought 
not  to  be.  " 

"As  a  black  woman,  I  would 
assure  more  community  involve- 
ment on  the  Board.  .  .  just  being 
there  would  bring  about  a  diff- 
erent level  of  involvement.  " 


♦       ❖  ♦ 


Giacomo  Patri,  as  befits  his  Italian  heritage,  is  a  Renaissance  Man, 
Readers  of  the  San  Francisco  Chronicle  will  remember  the  Patri  Page^ 
during  World  War  II,  as  well  as  his  many  illustrations  for  the  Thij<:^i^ 
World  section,  and  Joseph  Henry  Jackson's  "Between  the  Lines,  " 

Patri  took  the  lead  in  many  theatrical  productions  of  the  Italian  Club; 
sang  popular  Italian  songs  on  radio  station  KFRC;  and  conducted  Ital- 
ian language  radio  programs. 

To  students  in  the  Patri  School  of  Art  Fundamentals,  which  he  found- 
ed and  directed  from  1948  to  1966,  he  was  an  inspired  teacher,  advisor, 
role  model. 

In  his  20's,  despite  polio  which  affected  his  legs,  he  learned  fencing 
at  the  Italian  Club.    He  is,  perhaps,  proudest  of  having  achieved  3rd 
Place  in  Pacific  Coast  Tournament  with  the  Olympic  Club  Fencing 
Team.    Fencing  taught  him  to  overcome  his  handicap  by  developing  his 

I  arms  and  his  capacity  to  outthink  his  opponents.    He  believes  this  dis- 
cipline influenced  his  work  as  artist  and  teacher. 

Graduating  from  art  school  when  the  Depression  struck,  he  could 
not  find  a  job.    "Misery  was  on  all  sides  of  us.  .  .  a  conversation  with  a 
neighbor  who  had  lost  his  house  convinced  me  that  if  labor  was  more 
united  it  could  vote  unanimously  for  politicians  who  would  bring  about 
a  happier  state  of  affairs,  "  Patri  says  in  the  introduction  to  a  newly 
republished  edition  of  "White  Collar,  "  a  book  he  produced  in  the  30's. 

"White  Collar  was  to  be  my  contribution  to,  what  I  believed  then,  an 
indispensible  understanding  of  the  necessity  of  unity  among  all  Ameri- 
can workers  and  voters,  "  Patri  continued.    The  book  came  to  the  at- 
itention  of  the  CIO's  John  L,  Levns  (who  wrote  the  epilogue),  received 
wide  circulation  and  went  out  of  print. 

White  Collar,  a  novel  in  Unocuts,   come  s  as  a  revelation  to  all  who 
now  experience  the  agoinies  of  "recession."    Each  page  is  a  forceful 
illumination  of  the  stark  realities  of  impoverishment.    It  is  a  beauti- 
fully conceived  novel  in  pictures,  as  pertinent  in  1975  as  it  was  in  1935. 
Hopefully,  Patri's  conclusion  of  unity  and  optimism  will  be  realized 
once  more. 

For  Giacomo  Patri's  neighbors  on  Potrero  Hill  there  will  be  an 
autographing  party  and  exhibit  of  his  early  and  current  work,  at  a  time 
and  place  to  be  announced  soon. 


Giacomo  Patri 


(Publisher:   Celestial  Arts,  Millbrae,  Calif.,  $4.95) 
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September -October  Sta£f: 

Sharie  Berliant,  Pat  Devine,  Sharon  Gill,  Jon  Green- 
berg,  Bob  Hayes,  Linda  Lawrence.  Peggy  Ohta,  Ruth 
Passen.  Dick  Shouse,  Georgette  Skellenger,  Sally 
Taylor  and  Molly  Wood. 

Editorial  and  policy  decisions  are  made  collectively  by  the 
staff.    Membership  is  open  to  any  Hill  resident  willing  to 
work.    All  staff  positions  are  voluntary. 

THE  POTRERO  VIEW  is  printed  at  Garrett  Press,  a  union  shop. 


EDITORIAL  (Continued  from  Page  1) 


happening  in  your  own  commun- 
ity?   WE  NEED  HELP  WITH 
DISTRIBUTION. 

HOW  WE  NEED  HELP 

We  desperately  need  someone 
with  library  experience  who  would 
be  willing  to  help  put  into  order 
some  of  our  library  and  files. 
When  one  of  us  leaves,  or  be- 
comes ill,  lots  of  work  falls  be- 
hind.   We  can't  afford  to  have  a 
perfect  system,  but  since  we  do 
not  operate  a  business  as  do  the 
downtown  papers,  we  need  help. 

As  with  the  cost  of  everything 
in  this  world,  publishing  costs 
steadily  rise.    Our  loyal  local 
mom  'n  pop  advertisers  continue 
to  carry  the  load,  and  when  their 
ads  aren't  enough  to  pay  the  bills, 
the  staff  digs  into  its  own  pockets 
to  pay.    Once  again  we  must 
appeal  to  VIEW  readers  for  fin- 
ancial support.    The  costs  of 
publishing  a  four -page  issue  is 
approximately  $110.  00.  Addition- 
ally, each  picture  that  is  printed 
costs  $6.  00. 

We  have  found,  from  time  to 
time,  ways  to  cut  costs:   We  have 
a  friend  who  helps  with  pictures; 
the  photographers  whose  pictures 
we  print  bear  the  costs  of  film, 
developing  and  printing. 

We've  tried  to  make  the  paper 
as  interesting  to  you  as  well  as  to 


us,  and  hope  that  the  articles  are 
provocative  and  attract  you.  If 
you  feel  that  the  paper  does  not 
touch  on  all  areas  of  Hill  people 
and  problems  we  expect  you  to  tell 
us.    Better  yet,  help  us  by  sug- 
gesting what  stories  we  should 
cover,  and  let  us  know  if  there  is 
someone  who  would  be  willing  to 
work  with  us. 

This  paper  can  only  be  as  good 
as  the  volunteers  can  make  it, 
and  the  support  you,  the  reader, 
give  to  it.    We  would  be  only  to 
happy  to  say  that  the  paper  can  be 
supported  without  your  help.  Un- 
fortunately, that  isn't  true. 

PLEASE  HELP 

Please  consider  what  you  can 
do  to  help  us:   Money,  or  fund- 
raising  ideas;  Writing;  Typing; 
Proof-reading;  Lay-out;  EKstribu- 
tion;  Filing.    If  you  want  to  work 
on  the  paper  we'll  teach  you  all 
that  we  know,  so  don't  hesitate  to 
call  us. 

Please  don't  let  us  down  or  put 
off  thinking  about  how  you  can 
help.    We  will  welcome  ideas  on 
how  to  sustain  the  paper.  Call 
us:    Sftarie,   648-49BI  -  Linda, 
824-7029  -  Ruth.  826-9464/826- 
8080.    Or  write  to  us  at  953  DeHaro 
Street. 


Dinner  Meetings 

Dinner  meetings  at  the  Neigh- 
borhood House  for  September 
and  October  will  feature: 

Friday,  Sept.  26  -  "Nation  of 
Nations."  Dr.  P.  G.  Allen, 
Chairperson  of  Native  American 
Studies,  S.  F.  State  University 
will  present  slide -talk  with  se- 
lections from  her  own  poetry  on 
"Indians  of  the  American  West.  " 

Friday,  Oct.  24  -  "Land  of 
Plenty.  "  Robert  Lopez  of  the 
Community  Garden  Project  will 
present  a  glide  show  on  commun- 
ity gardens  for  Potrero  Hill  and 
other  San  Francisco  communi- 
ties. 

Dinners  begin  at  6:30  p.m.  at 
the  Neighborhood  House,  953 
De  Haro  St.    Bring  family  and 
friends.    50f  donation. 


REGISTER  TO  VOTE! 


Atchison's  Pharmacy 
1607  20th  Street 

Potrero  Hill  Neighborhood  House 
953  De  Haro  Street 


want  ads 

Write  your  own  Wont 
Ad  for  a  buck.  Up  to 
four  lines.  Send  before 
25fh  to  The  PofreroView 
953 DeHaro  St.  Son 
Francisco,  CA  '94107. 


HEADSTART  POSITIONS:  '  Teach- 
ers (2)  Teacher's  aides  (2)  for 
Potrero  Hill.    Send  resumes  to: 
Headstart  YWCA,  620  Sutter  St.  , 
S.F.  94102.  by  9/30/75. 
WANTED:  2  bdrm.  unfurn.  flat 
on  Hill.  No  AEK.  by  respons, 
mature  cpl.  w/ sm  dog.  Pref.  low 
er  fir.    Call  836-0302. 
WANTED  TO  RENT:  2  bdrm.  hse/ 
flat,  to  $250.  Spacious.  Call 
Linda  626-8675  or  Twainhart 
345-0610. 

WANTED  TO  RENT:  Apt  or  flat 
on  Hill,  for  prof,  classical- 
pianist.    Some  music  lessons 
given.    Ref.    Call  Ron  922-8076. 
Best  times,  8  -  11  A.M. 

TUTORING  AVAILABLE  at  the 
Neighborhood  House  in  reading, 
writing,  math,  legal  aid.  Call 
826-8080,  ask  for  Debra  Faye 
Richardson. 


Community  College 

CLASSES  AT  POTRERO  HILL 
ADULT  CENTER 
655  De  Haro  Street 


DRESSMAKING:  Tues  St  Thurs. 
7  -  9:30  p.m.    (Men  &  Women) 

HANDWEAVING.  STICHERY 
AND  KNITTING:   Thurs.  7-9pm 

ARTS  tr  CRAFTS/ CERAMICS: 
Tues  It  Thurs,  7-10  p.m. 


POTRERO  BRANCH.  1616  20th  Sireet 
Houn:  Tues..  1-9  pm;  Wed.  10  am-6  pm; 
Men.,  Thurs.,  Fri.,  1-6  pm.  Qosed  Sunday. 

TUESDAY,  September  23,  at 
8  p.m.  ,  there  will  be  a  music 
performance  by  Ubu,  combined 
with  scripts  by  Al  Chemical  in  an 
evening  of  the  absurd,  Ubu's 
music,  experiments  in  21st  cen- 
tury jazz,  is  performed  with  con- 
ventional, home-made  and  elect- 
ronic instruments. 
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Write  ymu  own  classified 
»Jor  a  buck... 

and  send  it  to  us:  THE  POTRERO  VIEW 

963  DE  HARO  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  94107 

RATES:  As  a  communitv  service  VIEW  will  provide  up  to 
four  lines  ot  classified  ad  space  for  $1.00. 

DEADLINE  is  the  25th  of  each^^-^th. 


(PLEASE  PRINT.  LEAVINC  ONE  SPACE  BETWEEN  WORDS.)  - 
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GANIM'S  MARKET&LIQUOR 

Full  Line  of  Groceries 
18  &  Mississippi 


Fresh  Meat 

282  9289    6am -2  am 


M-F,10-8;  Sat,  16-6 


1457  18th  St.  ^a2— 9^04 


The  GOOD  LIFE  GROCERY 

FRESH 

Fruits  Grains  Teas  Herbs  Dairy  Products  Vegetables 
 Flours  Spices  Oils  Bakery  Goods.  " 


J  studto.  47!  Broadway  Kucuk  (Koo-chook) 
t  (upstairs! 


626  1SS6 
Fri.  nites,  7-9      S3. 00 

Belly  Dance  Classes 

for  beginners-all  ages  welcome 
Authentic,  graceful,  joyous. 


:30  anntill  9:31  pnn 
Beer  Wine  Liquor 
Groceries 

KJIlfSilS 

FOOD  MARKET 
KANSAS  &  23rd  648-1227 


VIEW  Birthday  Party  Huge  Success 

The  POTRERO  VIEW  birthday  picnic  and  party  on  August  9  drew  a 
lively  crowd  of  people  who  enjoyed  a  day  of  sunshine,  conversation, 
music  and  food  at  McKinley  Park. 

Hill  people  arrived  and  the  buffet  of  food  they  brought  grew  to  a 
feast  of  sorts,  including  Japanese  shi  shi,  and  a  vegetable  salad  pre- 
pared  by  Robert  Lopez.    The  vegetables  were  grown  at  the  People's 
Garden  at  Arkansas  and  22nd  Streets. 

Entertainment  enlivened  the  afternoon  as  Sharon  Gill  Kicked  it  off 
with  guitar  and  song.    Brother  and  sister,  Fred  Bushnoff  and  Catheryn 
Porter,  sang  old  time  Russian  songs.    Bushnoff  and  Porter  have  lived 
on  the  hill  for  50  or  more  years  and  reminesced  about  the  lively  pic- 
nics of  old  in  the  park. 

A  drum,  tamborine  and  marachas  were  brought  and  a  rhythm  group 
formed,  John  Westen  got  turned  on  to  the  event  and  was  so  moved  he 
uncxpectantly  performed  for  the  crowd,  playing  the  guitar  and  singing. 

As  the  afternoon  wore  to  an  end  and  the  people  were  at  rest  after 
volleyball  games,  eating  and  singing,  Lenny  Anderson,  one  of  the 
original  founders  of  the  VIEW,  provided  country  music.    Sitar  player 
Curtis  Cavin  performed  Indian  music.    Even  Senator  George  Moscone 
stopped  by  for  a  quick  hello. 

The  VIEW  has  been  host  to  three  community  parties  during  the  past 
five  years.  Wouldn't  it  be  nice  to  have  Bomeone  else  sponsor  another 
one  during  the  year. 


ATCHISON  S 
PHARMACY 

1607-20th  St. 
VA  4-3590 


DAILY  9  AM  10  7  PM 

CLOSED  SUNDAYS 
OPEN  HOLIDAYS 

SPECIAL:  Theragrann  for  $5.95 


A  RexaH  Agency 

Copy  Service 
Keys  Made 
Greeting  Cards 


Prescriptions  Filled 


DeRosa  Grocery 

170120th  Street 


VA  4-981 3  » 


Wine  Sandwiches  Beer 
Groceries  fresh  chicken 
8am  -  8:30  pm 

R  S  T  MARKET 

19th  &  Vermont 


